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K. II. Mnn, Editor. " EXPUNGING "--
THE EXPUNGING "

T. J. HOL'l ON, I'rupnttur and Publisher. COMMISSIONER.
The Globe announces the arrival of Mr.

Itives at Washington, the Sjiecial Commis-
sioner irom old Virginia, to " expunge " the
records ordained by the Constitution? Glo-
rious distinction ! Worthy duty ! Kpatni-uonda- a

himself could not make it other than
infamous ! Benton's troops are now in ar-

ray ! To work, noble Senators, so worthy
of that august name ! Draw your black lines
around ! Blur and defile the records of the
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compensation to the owner. No fund is provided
by the Constitution to pay for slaves which may
be liberated, and the Constitution never gives Con-grc-

the power to act upon any subject, without,
at the same time, furnishing the means for its

To liberate slaves is not a taking
for public use. It is declaring that neitlur indi-
viduals nor the public shall use them. 1 will not
weaken the honorable member's argument by go-
ing over it.

This District was intended as the place where
the great business of the nation should be trans,
acted for the good of the whole. Congress, under
the Constitution, i placed here to legislate upon
those subjects enumerated and specified in the
Constitution, that we rniijht be able to protect ourALMANAC..KIA
selves, and the officers residing here, and be out of

MOON'S I'll ASUS

country, of constitutional sanction ! Do it
j for no public good for no commandment
jof truth for no requisition of patriotism
but do it, to please one man, even the man

j who hath the loaves and fishes (Jen. Jack-- j
son I Have we taken an erroneous view of
this mutter, when the very idea of Senators

fun Sum

a'ilti" 37
r, -ji; :ts,

i.". ji t; :i:i

h '20 (i III

" aTkiu

iniM,
;.t Saturday.
.1 Sunday,

;j Monday,

1'ur April, 13C
II. it. u.

Full 1 4 : alVn.s
Last N 11 13 foic'n.Iff II

afl'n.- New 1

ewlav . l"li j., ,. ... .. ....

dav, 1 'i l.lj

The truth is, we have the power in both instances
to refuse to receive the petitions, but in nereis,
ing it, when we ourselves only are assailed, wa
ought always to act most liberally in receiving;
but where the safety, the lives anil the properly of
our masters aro concerned, we ha e no rn'ht U

exercise the same liberality.
With great deferwice for the opinions of other,

I think the force of their whole argument res' gnu
a plain mistake. They argue as if we never bj.
came ar'uuinleii w ith the contents of a petition,
or could consider and decide UKin its merits until
after it is received. This is most clearly not cor-
rect. What we have been doing for the last few
weeks is full proof of it. These petitions have
been publicly read, their merits r.nd tendency, and
our powers to abolish slavery have been long un.
di-- discussion ; has any man denied our right to
do so ? Not one ; the only doubt suggested is,
w hether it was prudent to adopt this course.

I5y the 2lih Kulc, when a petition is presented,
ihe member must briefly state its contents, and
what the petitioners wish should be done, lie
then asks that the petition may be received, and
specifies w hat he wishes to be done with it after
it is received. If no member objects, for the pur-
pose of saving time, it is received and disposed U'
without formally propounding the question of re-

ception; but if any member objects, he may call
for the reading, and then urge his reasons why it
should not be received. This Rule establishes nrj
new doctrine ; it is founded in good sense, is

consistent with the right of petition, and is
laid down as the correct practice by Mr. Jefferson
in his Manual at page 1 10. What is the right of
the petitioner? it consists in his having freu
permission to make known to Congress what ho
esteems a grievance, and to ask them to prpvida
a remedy. When this petition is presented, the
duty of Congress commences. That consists in
the members making themselves acquainted with
the contents of the petition, and granting its pray,
er, if it be just and consistent w ith the public in.
tereets, or in refusing to receive the petition, or
making some other disposition of it, which, in
their judgment, is more conducive to the good
of the community. W hen w e refuse to rect ivc a
petition, we no more destroy or impair the

morn.- Thurs

01 mo i . p., representing the sovereigntyf the sovereign States of this Union, enga-
ged in the wretched, the most contemptible
process of "drawing black lines around"
on entry on a record, fills us with imnati- -

Ilelrrrcd Arliclr.
In the Session of I a resolution passed

' f tion T Can we be mistaken in
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foul and damnable disgrace, will lie whelm- -)... I tl.n I I. .t..k. ... .. ..--. vi tun .it ...i.' ed hv a mountain oad of ob o iuv ?

(.oogrwts, as lull statements ol the comli- - ., ;

tne reach ot the laws of any State. It was never
intended that we should have any local legislation,
except such as would meet the wants and wishes
of the People residing within the ten mile square.
W e should never permit this place to be convert,
ed into a political workshop, where plans would lie

devised, or carried into operation, that will have
the efl'ect of destroying the interest of any of the
States.

Members of Congress, executive and judicial
officers, were to come from any and every section
of the Union, from the slaveholdmg and the

States, and their property was ta be
as secure here, in this ten miles square, as it was
in the States from which they respectively came.
They would bring their habits and their domestic
servants with them; those from the

States their hired servants, and those from
the slavcholding States their slaves. And who
can believe it was intended to vest the power in

Congress to liberate them if brought within the
District ?

Again : the right of property in slaves in the
States is sacn d and beyond the pow er of Congress
to interfere with, in any respect; yet if it be d

that we have the power to liberate them in
the District, we can ascil'ectually ruin the owners
as if w e had the power to liberate slaves in the
States. By abolishing slavery here, we not only
make a place of refuge for runaways, Lut we pro-
duce a spirit of discontent and re! lliou in the
minds of slaves in the neighboring States, which
will soon spread ovr all, and which cannot fail to

compel ow ners t j destroy their own slaves, to e

their ow n lives and those of the ir w ives a.id
children. I beseech gentlemen to look at this

e are riot mistaken. We but do rea-
son and justice to tho good sense, the jus-

tice, the patriotism, the magnanimity of
our contrymcn. They cannot approve the
foolish and slaisli ad. Richmond Mug.

v-- of the State Hanks as can bo obtained,
h iiis letler transmitting the statements for
;;,e present year, the Secretary of the Treasu-

ry says that the information obtained fur
i pat year bus been with great care and

hor digested and arianged into tabular The consistent I'nrtn Tim .f

of petition, than we do when we receive the peti.
lion and lay it upon the table, or reject the prayer

Ti V' ,Ju,n horror theSfiwt real at
place there is a separate table f

1 eicct of 1 rcs,k,r each State . xh.biting the names of. all 'f l

,T upon House of Keprcseiitatives. Itthevi
tie hunks in the Stale, Hie name and place . , ,'.are sincere m deprecating the e ection bv
each, its loans and discounts, slocks,

i real , -
Hie House, tliev take a strange wav ol show-- 1

aie, debts tr"tn other Uniks, Iwiik notes, '
.

-
mg it. At the last s;ssmno Cotijiress, Mr.

,'cie, other investments, capital, deposites,' .Gilmer, ol Georgia, introduced a Kesou-- :
. .rciilation and other liabilities. Alter u-- 1

1,I1U' 1,10 ohject o which was so to amend
. ihnmgn each State separati-ly-

, there are ,'ne l.on-titutio- n, as to place the c ection'i;etierul tables, one showing Ihecoti-- i . .

T.i '"' ' r,!"dcnt directly in the hands o the'
,;uiii o bank, as an aggregate, in each i, in, ' ,V n,l"e' " was it h.it preventei the

tins prmciiKil cities o the mon, another '
,

pasvige ol the Keso ulmn? IiilN.wI'.i -

!iibitm' a Mimmarv statement ol llie con- - . , I his is the tact and cannot be
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j matter as it is. Take tor illustration the case of
j a small planter in .Mississippi, living on his own

land, w ith thirty slaves to culliva'.e it. Suddenly
' it is discovered that one-hal- f of them are concern

ot it, or reter it to a committee, w ho reports thai
it is unreasonable, and ought not to be granted. In
each of these cases, tho complaint of ihe petition-
er, has been heard, considered and derided on. la
neither instance has he obtained a redress for what
he supposed a grievance, but each leaves him
equally at liberty to renew his petition at any
subsequent period.

Four modes have been suggested by which to
disjiose of this and all others on the same subject.

OF

JUDCHJ WHITE,
ON THE

Abolition Petition.
Delivertd in the Senate of the United States.

Mr. President : I address you under the aok-m-

coriviclion thai if Una Uovermneiit U to continue
to accompiish the great purposea for which it was
eatahlislicd, it can only be by administering it in
the same spirit in which it w as created.

When the Constitution was framed, the great
and hading interests of the whole country were
considered, and, in the spirit of liberality and com-
promise, were adjusted and settled. They were
n.ttitd upon principles that ought to remain

so long as the Constitution lasts, which
1 hope will he loreverj lor although liberty may-
be preferable to the Union, yet 1 think the Union
is indispensable to liberty. At the formation of
thu Constitution, slavery existed in many of the
Stales ; it w as one of the prominent interests that
was then settled ; it, in all its domestic bearings,
was left exclusively to the States, to do with il as
hty might think bobt, without any interference

on the part of the Federal Government. This, it
is admitted by every gentleman who has address-
ed you, is now the case in every slaveholdmg State:
therefore, ,t is only urged that Congress has the
pow er to abolish slavery in the District of Colum-
bia. It should never be tbrgotten that, when the
Constitution was formed and adopted, what is now
the Hialnet of Columbia was Iheu comprehended
within two of the slaveholdmg Slates, Maryland
and Virginia.

Suppose, when a'l the details of the Constitu-
tion bad been adjusted, it had been foreseen that
the District of Columbia would" lie formed out of
a traf I of country ceded by those Stales, and situ-ute- d

in the cei.tie between them, it had been ask-
ed of tho members of the Convention, What (io

you intend as to the Disttict .' You have placed the

(juestion of slaveiy in the States entirely uuciir
tin ir control within their respective limits do
you intenu that Congress shall havc the power to
abolish slavery in the Distrit t ? W ould not every
man have answered in the i.i gative '

It has been said that w hen iietitions to abolish

llavery are presented to either House of Congress,
thoaii who demand the question whither they shall
lie rece ived, and thus produce discussion, are

and proouec excitement on this delicate
subject. To me it n ems this is uutaii. Let us tor
a moment consider the circuiust inees of the coun-tr-

and the s.tu.ition in which we are all placed.
There are twe nty-lo- States, several Territo-

ries and the District. Thirteen of the?n Slates
have no slaves, ihe other eleven have slaves i in
tact, their slaves constitute a large item of all the

proM rty they own. During the past tar, it has
so happened that many newspapers, pamphlets,
ami pictorial representations made their appear,
aucc, and were, through the mail, and by other
means, extensively circulated in the sluvelioliliug
Statu, liy these means, a spirit of diseentent was
crested, winch occasioned much excitement and
disorder in various places, and rendered it neces-

sary, in n summary manner, to put to death scve-ni- l
vv lute persons, and a number of slaves. In va-

rious quarters of the Union there we re assembla-

ges ot people, who expressed their opinions with
great treedom. In the course of the till and win-

ter, many of the State Legislatures have lieen in
session ; (hey have been d on this subject
by tin ir respective Covernnrs. They have

publicly their opinions; the President, in
Iim mi ssate, has invited the attention of Congress
to it ; the Senate has referred that purl of the mes-

sage to a special committee, which has made a

lengthy irpnrt, accompanied by a lull, which is
now upon our docket, and must, in due course, be

discuss ii, and e ither parsed or rejected- Are all
these tu be called unUolnrs. and charged with un-

necessarily producing eve itcmeiit If not, how
is it that members of Congress arc In be thus
charged when petitions are presented that we
must in some mode dispose of? Lack of us must
suggest such mode as we think mo.--t correct, and
nunc can justly be liable to any such charge. If
there is any wrong, it is liiund in those whe, in
rinii a stale of public feeling, will press their pe-

titions upon us. The petitions are forwarded to
numbers who ler! il their duty to present them;
when presented, others think it their duty to de-

mand the question whether they shall be received.
Is it true that on this delicate subject every o!li-ce- r

of the Federal or Slate Covernment can ex-

press his opinion as to what is best to do, and that
.i Se nator dare nut express his opinion w ithout

liable to censure .' 1 hope not.
This is a delicate subject : would to Cod it had

not been pressed upon us; but as it is placed here

by the petitioners, we must disjiose of it. To
us to do so, we must think upon it, and we

iiiny tell each other what we think, and our rea-

sons tor so thinking. It is not by speaking upon
it w e w ill be likely to do mischief. Every tiling
depends upon the timjnr with which we express

I be hrst we have been considering, and is to rc- -'

fuse to receive it.
The second is to receive the m, lay them on the

j table, and there let them lie.
The third is to receive them, and then instant-- I

ly reject the prayer of the petitioners,
j The fouith is to receive them, refer them to a
committee, and let that caoiuiittee muke a report
upon them.

, i
ed against a Keso ution intended to preventa period, the whole niimber of banks in ,

r - . such a contingency. 1 he Journa s of ( on- -
I nited State amounted to about .).', .cess will show it. A Urge mapirity of the
. a cap.tal ot .'.il,-.jU,0- 0(, a circula- - i . .

' ntution n,Congres,lron, New- - orkof Sl ..:U!0O,.H.U, loans and d.ounts Ncw-j""l- '. Maine, Matrs winch
,HH, ,,ci 84i,m.(VM0, real es- -

havc t'lnimvd for Mr. annniMin s i KHw.nno ...i..

ed in a plot to destroy the lives of their master, his
family, and neighbors, w it'll a view to produce their
freedom, and immediately, w ith or without law,
they are tucked up and hanged. The man is thus
deprived of his properly w ithout any chance for
an indemnity, besides the disquiet and anxiety of
mind occasioned by loss of confidence in his re-

maining slaves. It ciiiuie't have been intended
that Congress, by acting on this subject, should
have a power thus to occasion a destruction of slave

property.
To me it 9erms that we ought to treat these pe-

titions precisely as w e w ould do if they prayed us
to abolish slavery in one of the States. We have
no more power to abolish it here than we have
there. 1 think, in either case, we ought to refuse
to receive them. 1 hold, that if the petitioners ask
us to do that which we have no power to do, or to
du that w hich will be productive of a great and last-

ing mischief, w e not only have the Wg;, but that
it is our duty to refuse lo receive them.

ly the Constitution, no man can bo he!d to an-

swer fur a criminal charge but by presentment or
indictment. Supjiosc a petition presented here,
alleging that some citizen in the District had been

guiltv of a crime, and that he was so influential

. "ureii, and wnere tlieCiiuciis s stem floiir- -

I prefer the first, because, when we refuse to
receive the petitions, they are returned lo thoso
who sent them, and it will most strongly discoun-
tenance all hope that Congress ever can, or ever

Afllll tits lfJ,lMI,ttOO. if.hes in lull vigor, voted against Mr. (i diner's
proposition. And yet .Mr. Van Huren's
friends accuoct lie suitHtrterofJud"e hue

The Slate winch h is by fr the greatest
iit-- of Hanks, is Masarhu-Us- , having ought, to pass any law upein the subject to whicil
tout of the whole numW of.Wi. Theso . . .

' . . . - , ., . "I a studied desirn to catrv the e ection to
i have a capital i tinrtv uuihons aint a -

.

f '. House, and pn ti tid to be excessive v
. !. I he nnmls r in the State ol .New orki , , , ., . . - ,

.iiiii Mien .u uie proisiDiiiiy 01 lis going tiiCre.
v hat motive can the fru-nd- of Judge White
have in wishing the House to decide the

tliey rcter. Jn each ot tne other tl.rec, wo retain
the petitions, place tiiem on our files, in the cus-

tody of our officer, and at any s'lhseqtient session
tin y are here, and it will be competent fur any
member to move their reference to a committee;
w hereas, if returned to the petitioners, if they ever
again make their appearance, it must be by their
being and represented. I think that plan
is the most advisable, and will be most likely to
calm the disturbance in the slave States, which
will most strongly manifest to all, in every quarter,
,l,i ...hi .,, ii.r- - ,:.!. i...'..

"T, with a capital of thiity-on- c millions
u a half. .Vtunsvlviiiiin has ii, with a '

lil of eighteen millions. .Maryland l",
'!i a capital of seven millions and a half,
i'he table of the banks in the principal
in jives to I'ostun batiko, with a cap- -

ijucsliog ? Would a plain Republican, like
Hugh I.. S hue, stand any chance there,
against Martin an llureii, the Trinee of
intriguers I None in the wond, and his
fi tends, ktiowing this, si rnnilv deprecate a

' il hti!e over stvriiteen millioiH ; to New
i. HI ....ll. m .....Int .f l.nnrto r, 1. I . .. . .

mil in in in i iiii.i, uvn ituii i, , ,lit:it iiuwlf. nf'ttresort to irifr t mull...

uiai ..uiiii-o- ii. ini. unci 111c Willi Slavery as lb
exists iii the States and in this District.

If these petitions are received, I then think tho
disposition of them proposed by the Senator from
Pennsylvania the next best that is, unmcdiately

, ns; to rinladelphi.t Hi, with a capital , .: , V. .
kit , . . ',, i. t. i nuni;-- ( jtii i'(.vf r.

m i ri v itnrieen millions ; to i.nmmorc t,

that he could not h reached by the ordinary forms
of law in court, and therefore we are asked to pass
a bill of attainder: ought we to receive the petition?
Suppose a pe tition to ask us lo pass a law to pro-
hibit any member of this body from making a

speech against the prayer of the petitioners, w ould
we receive il ? Supiose a petition to be offered

asking us to establish a particular religion in this

District, or lo prohibit any publication in t news-

paper on the subject of abolishing slavery, unless
it was previously approved of by a committee:
would we, ought we, to receive any such petition ?

I think, most certainly, we ought not. lint sup-

pose we have the power, is there anv Senator w ho

a capital of live million two hundred
iMti'l. The !o(oii I'anks have only

."it hundred and eighty thousand dollars
cu, w hile those of New ork, with al-i- t

the same c.iinlal, have neatly sit mil- -

Slazr Acciiinit. Drunken Drircr. A
few mits ago, as the 1 alitor of this paper,
with lliiee oil ier pas-e- n eers, w ere travelling
in the mail couch from Camden to Chcraw,
the ilmer in n sl:ili- - of inlovieiilinii full iVum

to reject their prayer. This would be far prefer-
able to laying them silently on the table, without
expressing uny opinion whatever.

There is another in which this question
may be viewed, that has hud great influccne on
my own mind. Congress sits here as the Legisla-
ture of the whole Union, and also as the onhi Lrms.
Uturtfar the District of Columbia. These peti- -

olccie. Ihoseol I'lulvlelphia have ,lleboX Helore this wasd.scovered bv nnv
millions three hundred thoiKnud in spe- - us , , ie u)rst,s sf.(
aad those ol r.alumoro six hundred ur bh,irt when one of the

wheels, striking a tree, turned over the stage.I lie condensed statement of the condition Such was tho violence of the shock, that the
at he Hanks, at dilWent intervals, in the i,,, ,caJ horS(,3 IM( UC ,(i1(ne
!;

11 ,Ma,ts' lhv ,""1M',,S0 ",:rt!ls, ol'lhe carriage were broken, which prevent- -
iMtiks and banking capital i: tho la"t ea t,0 stage lsing dragged furiher, and
n'.nv years. 0l (1C puscners from anv severe injury.

1:1 1U, there were in the I tilted Slates Twn r , ., n.,..i,"

believes we ought lo exercise it? I trust not.
Those who urge the reception of this petition,
which is from the Society ot'Uriends, have spoken
most highly of the petitioners and the class of citi-

zens to w Inch they belong. In all this I cheerful-

ly concur. These particular persons are strangers
to me. I doubt not the purity ot their motive's;
the sect to which they belong is w orthy of all the
encomiums passed upon il. I respect and esteem
them most highly, and do not feel that in my com-

position there is a particle of unkiudness towards
them; but I think they would have us do that
which we havc no power to do, and if we had the
pow er, bv exercising it, we should do infinite mis-chie- f'

'I'll is these petitioners do not desire. They
have discharged what they think is their duty by
having their petitions presented ; I only discharge
ntine, w hen I say, consistently with what I feel to

uons ao noi as us io mane a general law, operat-
ing throughout the whole Union, but a law, the ope-
rations of which are to be spent entirely upon
property w ithin the ten miles square. Now, if wa
were inform, as well as in substance, a local Le-

gislature when acting on this question, which gen-
tlemen say is to affect slavery in the District, and
nowhere else, w ould we be bound to receive petitions
from France or Germany. Would gentlemen, it
sitting as members of the Legislature of Alabama,
feel bound to receive petitions from citizens of
Maine or Pennsylvania to emancipate slaves with-
in their own State ? Assuredly not. If that be
so, is it not most reasonable, when we are called
upon to pass an act confined eielusively to this
District, that we w ould conduct tow ards the peo-pi- e

here as if in this matter they were our constitu-
ents ? Will it not be time enough lo receive pe-
titions on this subject when they are presented mi

Hiliks with an n""rpTiite eauital ol lillv- - i: ... .i :i . .i i .t "i i . uisiaucu oi more man iwu nines 10 ine lasi
I " millions and a half, and fifteen millions j

tt iirI. ,,n,.,! . ,i, n,,rnttvo
J " liall ol specie. In 11., the number of ,,rwiiring jght, found the driver two or

l'"iks ha.l increased to 'JO", the capital ,ir(.0 iuilltr,.j varj9 from ,he (,ilCe where
Mihtv.two millions, and specie to seven- -

,1)MlcciJellt occurred, King as he had fallen,
:.

1,1 "i mi'i'lT ol hanks was d T)), . , , fm
.. ' ... ll" ..... ' W: tt.'.l I 1 I I I .1

our opinions, anil the sentiments we advance. .ly
w ish and aim is, if 1 can do nogood, to do no harm;
and if 1 believed in what I pnqnise to say, I would
utter a sentiment from w hich mischief would be

produced, 1 would close my lips, lake my seat, and
content myself with yea or nay to every question
proposed by others, leaving every person al liber-

ty to conjecture the reasons for my votes : but enf . - one nuuumi mm i.uriy m.n.oo- -, ,
,1(J wns t)()t ,lrti coulj r(.

specie twenty. In 1S10, the number ((.r ,,,, nn !ls.sl,lllcli ,.v t.ft hun till
'iU :v.'0, cnpital one hundred and lorty- -

u,,r .rli W,CI, ,ley tir(h, hi,,, along,
I millions, sis-ci- e

twenty-two- . And in -- ,.; (r,,nl- jn r.lr, rh thev hnd

t "'V' th,e ""'"'"-- r wat '"- -, capital two bun- -
pr, Wu.j to lransport the baggage to a placeit ''ii n il.;.... .ii r...i . . . . .

", "'';'" iiiioioi", v.i 'u,lj' (,( security and a shelter Irom the rain, which
American. ,

W;l, fdlUj, U)0I U9 w.j,10ut intermission.
, iii-,- , , , i 1 contractors or carrying tne man ny

.' HIIIH . IUIIUIII. ll.'lll '
stuge were subjected to heavy penalties, eve- -

iiarlc, (w hose name we have not heard)

be my duty, I cannot receive them.
But it is further insisted that the right of pe-

tition is a sacred one, that it belongs to the nature
of free government, and existed before the forma-

tion of our Constitution, and that instrument did
not the rmht to petition, but intended only to
secure it. This is sound doctrine, and has my
hearty assent. The People are sovereign ; mem-

bers are their agents or servants; they have a ri o bt
lo make known their grievances, real or imagina-
ry. We can pass no late, we can make no rule to

abridge or destroy that right. But what do gen-
tlemen mean when they speak of the rigir of pe-

tition ' Do they mean that, when the petition is

presented we must receive it, and do that which
is prayed for? No. Not one member contended
for tins; so far from it, they say. that if the lan-

guage of the petitioner is disrespectful to the body,
or to any member of it, we may and ought to refuse
to rereire it.

Usw is this? I beg that we may reflect seri-

ously upon this matter. We are about to estab.
lish a doctrine to which I can never yield my as-

sent. A re wo to be exalted above our employers ?

Is our dignity to be of higher consideration than
the projierty and lives of those w ho send us here I

I i... u ;u..,...ui ii.' ry "" ' llr,vcr 1,1 t':ir employ was louud

..r intoxicated, whether an accident occurred
i,w,is lodged on ! ridav night at the Hell , .. ... - , .

' ur u , iiiey wiuuu uu iiiuil-- luioiii ' ini- -

nr"i ii) this City, l.luding, bv some . , i
, ., .. . . n ov mi v liiinnnr:iin-- men .'IS i r vi k"'S the vigilance of his euard at about it : ..'

I ' and the hves o passengers would not be so
'"(.hot that evening, he leaped out oi the ..

1 .'.,i... endangered.M .". .i... .i

behalf of those upon whose property aloue it is said
the law would operate ?

Honot able Senators have told us there are two
classes of abolitionists, and that public opinionwill soon put down the mischievous class, w hich
is small in numbers. Gentlemen, I doubt not,think as they All knowsay. wc is, that our jwacahas been very much disturbed by them, w hethcr few-
er ninny. Their newspapers, their pamphlets, and
pictorial representations have been plenty. Theyhave come to us through the mail, and' by other
means, in great abundance ; and, if w e are to livo
together as one people, they must stop. It is
vain to reason with people about the liberty of
speech and of the press, when tlicir lives are put
at hazard. When the domestic circle is invaded,
when a man is afraid to cat his provisions, lest hi
cook has been prevailed on to mix poison w ith his
food, or dare not ffo to sleep, lest the servants will
cut the throats of himself, his wife, and children
before he wakes, he will not endure it; and, when
he can lay hands upon those w ho prompt to sue ii
deeds of mischief, he w ill not wait for the ordina-r- v

forms of law to redress him. He takes the law
into his ow n hands, and every thing w hich aceus.
toms us to violate tho law is a serious evil in a
country as free us ours, where the law s should
govern.

The honorable Senator from Mississippi haJ
shewn us something of the feelings of his Stale
which has suffered much. In Tennessee wheu
we first heard of punishing persons in .Mississippi,
without legal trial, we thought it all wrong, and
some of our leading newspapers courteously found

tertaining no fear of that kind, 1 must ask

to state, as briefly as I can, some of the
reasons for the course 1 shall pursue. In doing
this, 1 shall not address myself lo Senators coin-

ing from cither the East or the West, flic North or
the Sooth, in particular, but to the Senate, the
w hole Senate', because, if it is desired, as 1 be'lieve

it is, that we should remain together as une people,

secure, prosperous, happy and contented, the whole

count rv, every section of it, hav ing a deep interest
in this"niatler, this agitation and excitement must
cease.

W hat then ought we to do, as most likely to put
an end to those angry feelings which now prevail ?

In my opinion we should refuse to receive these

prtitions. It is a mere question of excdieney
w hat disposition we shall make of them. All who

have yet spoken admit that Congress has no power
whatever over slavery in the respective States. It
in titled. Whether slavery is right or w rong, we

l ave no pairer to consider or discuss. Suppose,

'.hen, a petition were presented, lo abolish shivery
in the Stales, w ould w e receive it 'Assuredly we

ought not, because it would be asking us to act up-

on a subject over w hich w e have no jmrer.
Hut these are jwlitions asking Congress to abol-is- h

slavery in this District. Have we the power?

f.4i;ii mi. I consider Ihe argument of the

Senator from Virginia, (Mr. Leigh,) upon

thnt iK.int, conclusive. It has not been answered,

and 1 do not believe it can he. Slaves are proper-

ty in this Ihslnct Congress cannot take pi irate

property, even fur wi.'ir ute, w ithout making just

I ""My wiuuow upon uiu ceuar uoor in
4 ,J'lt. itml una lliri...',. ,., r,l tl,.. U rnnl

' ll r i'o tho surprise of every one, lie
1't.iken up uninjured there being no sign

"--m or bruise on his ierson.
truly inscrulahle aro the ways of

rr'Vliiiice ! ThenohlostrnetiiTOof renson

W, on the morning of the same day found

a newspaper bug lying on the road, which
accmcd to have dropped from the stage the

night before.
The enlerprizing and efficient contractor

who owns this hue will, we hoe, take steps
to prevent the recurrence of such accidents.

Vhtraw Uiizettc.

The brig Ark, arrived at the port of New

York from London, having on board 1 ,?!!?

bags of u heat. 000 bags of oats, and 2,750
barrel of FLU lit!

"'llir.iwr., yet t. i habiliment of nior-,!t- :'

preserved unharmed
18 rnnl apnalbn

If i petition contains matter charging disgraceful
conduct on the Senate, or any of its members, we

may not receive it ; but if it contains matter which
is to destroy tho slave proierly in thif District,
and in eleven States of this Union, and also tn

the lives and dwelling oj every citizen with-

in their limits, we are bound to receive it. .This
is the doctrine containe'd in the arguments. I de-

ny that i here is any such distinction to be found

in a singla feature of our political institutions.

"" 'med inevitable. Rich. Comp.
'': "'mik-- of , the Cily ami f.ilier.

liila(Miiin i lhr, waaiUW.of whiuh


